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TOGETHER WE LEARN. TOGETHER WE GROW
Happy New Year! Welcome back to the start of an already busy Spring academic term. At Leasowes
we believe that everyone is on a continuing learning journey, wherever you are in your life and
career, and the staff are role models of this. On Tuesday 4th January Mr Coombs and I led
safeguarding training for every staff member. Safeguarding must always sit at the core of all that we
do and the children know that safety always comes first. This was followed with training led by Miss
Reeves for Teachers and Teaching Assistants on reading fluency, in particular prosody. Prosody is
the linguistic functions of speech, particularly intonation, stress and rhythm. Prosody helps to
describe the readers emotional state and reflects the language that is not necessarily coded by
grammar and punctuation. It is important to teach children why a particular word has been stressed,
why it has such an impact on the understanding and how it evokes emotion in the reader. We
sometimes describe it as using your story telling voice. As part of our ‘Rooted in Reading’ approach,
children who can use their ‘storytelling voice’ when reading, either silently or aloud to themselves,
learn to read for pleasure and gain a greater understanding of the text. Only recently during my
assembly where collaboratively we have set New Years challenges with reading, children described
‘getting lost in a book’, ‘reading to feed the mind’ and ‘reading drives our imagination’.

It has been an extremely busy week at Leasowes. We have had new signage
placed around the school. Our vision takes its rightful place as you enter the
school. Coupled with our strong values, motto and charter this drives all school
improvements. In addition, Mr Locke launched our new playground charter,
'Ready, Respectful and Safe' along with our 'STEPS' to good manners. These
initiatives all drive towards all children having the very best experiences and
opportunities within school. Every child has the right to learn and thrive in a safe
and stimulating environment and we continually strive to tweak and evolve our
practices all of the time.
As a school we are always looking to challenge ourselves and as part this we
invited two Headteachers to Leasowes to come and look at our everyday
practice. They observed lessons, spoke to staff, children, listened to children
read and looked at work within their books. This is such a great experience for
all. External feedback to celebrate our successes and continue to grow ensures
that we are a self-improving school.
As always, it is really important that we communicate effectively with you about
your children. Therefore, if you have a query about your child, the best person to
initially contact is the class teacher. If you feel you need to speak to someone
more senior, please contact the phase leaders. The phase leaders know
their departments well and share information at Senior Leadership
Meetings with Mr Coombs and myself.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Mrs Bettany
Headteacher
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Over the last two years this has been difficult but they
are never defeated. Over the Christmas period they still
managed to run the colouring competition for the children
and raffle for the adults. There were some fantastic prizes
and I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank them
for their continued hard work.
In addition to the fund raising, they also run our second
hand uniform shop. This is a fantastic way to keep the
price of uniform down. The uniform is in really good
condition. For more information please contact via the
following email address:
leasowes2ndhanduniform@gmail.com

We are Readers!
A personal favourite book of mine is ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ by
Onjali Q Rauf as it shows the real power in children’s voices to promote
change. Young Tom writes a letter to the Prime Minister to encourage them
to keep the borders open until Ahmet, a refugee child, finds his lost family
in Syria. Josie, Tom and Michael devise 'the greatest plan ever’ to help
Ahmet and his family find happiness. I just love this story as it promotes
our school value of collaboration and reminds us of how lucky we are to be
living in a safe country.
If you have read this story already, 'The Start Outside my Window' by the
same author is next on my list!
Miss Matthews

