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spring into
graphic novels
a message from miss reeves, english leader
Welcome back to the half-termly Leasowes Reading Newsletter! At Leasowes, we
are crazy about reading for pleasure. Over the last few years, we have invested
heavily in updating not only our Library Learning Hub, but our latest project has
seen a complete overhaul of the classroom libraries too! Children around school
are alive with a buzz for reading like never before... but what of our more
reluctant readers? Too few images, too many words, too many pages can be offputting for some. That's why I have dedicated this issue of the reading newsletter
to a genre that is perfect for developing readers... the graphic novel! Part comic,
part novel, there is a graphic novel for every age and stage. Don't just take my
word for it though, here are some Y6 graphic novel fans...
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most popular: alex rider, the graphic novel series
From school boy to superspy! Anthony Horowitz' Alex Rider series has
been a firm favourite of KS2 readers for years, but now they are more
accessible than ever in graphic novel form. Starting with Stormbreaker,
Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6 following the mysterious death of his
guardian and sent to infiltrate the organisation of a sinister millionaire.
With an additional 5 graphic novels in the series (and more on the way!)
this series is perfect for older readers who want to lose themselves in a
world of more grown-up comic books. They are never left readerless on
the shelves in Year 6 and some children have made the leap from the
graphic novels and are now enjoying the original Horowitz stories in full
novel form.

for younger
readers
iNVESTIgators
They're Alligators – and Investigators! InvestiGators
written and illustrated by John Patrick Green is the
full colour, laugh-out-loud series perfect for
emerging readers and fans of Dav Pilkey's Dog Man.
Mango and Brash are the InvestiGators: sewerloving agents of S.U.I.T. and scourge of supervillains
everywhere!

LOOSHKIN - THE ADVENTURES OF
THE MADDEST CAT IN THE WORLD
Looshkin is the maddest cat in the world! You may think that
your cat is mad, but they’ve got nothing on Looshkin. Leave
him for just a moment and you’ll find that your house has
flooded, a steam train has smashed into your living room and
a portal to another dimension has opened in your loft. And
everything is covered in bees. And there are sirens.
Looshkin, what have you done?!

EVIL EMPEROR PENGUIN
Far away in the icy wastes of Antarctica
lives a warm and cuddly, kind-hearted
penguin who only wants to do good in the
world...NOT! This is no ordinary penguin! This
is...EVIL EMPEROR PENGUIN! And he wants
to take over the world!
Written by Laura Ellen Anderson, this laughout-loud series will hook younger readers
into the bonkers world of world domination
by penguin!

epic
representation
At Leasowes, we think it is hugely important
that every child sees themselves represented
on the shelves of our classroom and school
libraries. We also think it is essential that
children discover - through reading - how other
children live their lives differently to them.
These amazing graphic novels do just that and
remind children that disabilities are
superpowers!

Starting at a new school is scary, especially with a giant hearing
aid strapped to your chest! At her old school, everyone in Cece’s
class was deaf. Here, she’s different. She’s sure the kids are
staring at the Phonic Ear, the powerful aid that will help her hear
her teacher. Too bad it also seems certain to repel potential
friends.
Then Cece makes a startling discovery. With
the Phonic Ear she can hear her teacher not
just in the classroom but anywhere her teacher
is in the school—in the hallway . . . in the
teacher’s lounge . . . in the bathroom! This is
power. Maybe even superpower! Cece is on her
way to becoming El Deafo, Listener for All.

frankie's world, aoife dooley

A graphic novel with a
unique perspective on
autism, told with humour and
heart.
allergic, megan wagner lloyd

To help make sense of the
world when it's pulled from
under your feet... a real eye
opener!

big issues,
simple reading
A graphic novel for children age 7 to 10. Rosa
Parks was the courageous thinker and leader
known as the Mother of the Civil Rights
Movement. Long before the Montgomery Bus
Boycott made her famous, she was a social
justice activist and organizer. In honor of her
work, she received a Congressional Gold Medal
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. This is
her story.

Omar and his brother Hassan, two Somali boys, have spent
a long time in the Dadaab refugee camp. Separated from
their mother, they are looked after by a friendly
stranger. Life in the camp isn't always easy. The hunger is
constant . . . but there's football to look forward to, and
now there's a chance Omar will get to go to school . . .
With a heart-wrenching fairytale ending, this incredible
true story is brought to life by Victoria Jamieson's
stunning illustrations. This book perfectly depicts life in a
refugee camp for 8-12 year olds.
anne frank's diary

The first ever graphic adaptation of one of
the world's most loved books
'June, 1942: I hope I will be able to confide everything
to you, as I have never been able to confide in anyone,
and I hope you will be a great source of comfort and
support.'

In Amsterdam, in the summer of 1942, the
Nazis forced teenager Anne Frank and her
family into hiding. For over two years, they,
another family and a German dentist lived in
a 'secret annexe', fearing discovery. All that
time, Anne kept a diary. The Diary of a
Young Girl is an inspiring and tragic account
of an ordinary life lived in extraordinary
circumstances that has enthralled readers
for generations.

just for fun
Marie Curie was the brilliant,
trailblazing scientist who discovered
radium and coined the term
radioactivity. She is the only woman
ever awarded two Nobel Prizes-one in physics and one in chemistry.
She helped develop the use of Xrays and radiation therapies that
have had a lasting impact on
medicine and human health. This is
her story.

Miles Morales is a normal kid who happens to juggle school at
Brooklyn Visions Academy while swinging through the streets
of Brooklyn as Spider-Man. After a disastrous earthquake
strikes his mother's birthplace of Puerto Rico, Miles springs
into action to help set up a fundraiser for the devastated
island. But when a new student's father goes missing, Miles
begins to make connections between the disappearance and a
giant corporation sponsoring Miles' fundraiser.
Who is behind the disappearance, and how does that relate to
Spider-Man?
the adventures of team pom: squid happens
When oddballs Agnes, Roberta and Ruby discover a mutual passion for
synchronised swimming, the trio form Team Pom. But between snack time,
their favourite TV show and raising pigeons, it can be hard to find time
to practice. Tired of their last place, loser status, a crew of selfproclaimed weirdos start their own synchronised swimming club.
But on their way to gain the respect and free snacks they deserve, they
stumble upon a lonely giant squid in their local pool. Will he be the secret
weapon they need to propel them into synchronised swimming super
stardom? Or will they end up with ink on their faces? Who are the
villainous strangers in bowler hats? And, most importantly, what's for
lunch? The first in this series and a debut graphic novel from awardwinning Filipino illustrator Isabel Roxas, Squid Happens is a hilarious read
that explores friendship, teamwork and what it means to be yourself.

