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TOGETHER WE LEARN. TOGETHER WE GROW
As we welcome children back into school after the Easter holidays, it was lovely to see some of
our pupils arriving in their summer uniform. This is always a reminder that the warmer weather is
upon us. Please remember that as the warmer weather starts to shine through, children will
need sun protection e.g. hat and sun cream. The summer term is always a busy one. Some
children that are in certain year groups will be embarking on statutory assessments. Year 1 will
undertake a Phonics screening check, Year 2 KS1 SATs, Year 4 Multiplication assessments and
Year 6 KS2 SATs. All children across England will participate and attendance at school during
these times is extremely important. Assessments are one of many ways of celebrating the
knowledge and skills that we have gained to help us succeed in life. Through our values, we
encourage children to be aspirational and therefore always preparing themselves to be the very
best that they can be.
Over the last few years Leasowes has embarked on a journey, coupled with our vision, values
and school charter, to become a Rights Respecting School. 'Rights Respecting Schools'
teaches children about their own rights, that of others and models respectful relationships on all
levels. We feel this is extremely important and in June 2021 we were thrilled to be awarded the
Silver Award. Of course, at Leasowes we always strive to be the best that we can be and
currently we are on a clear trajectory to gain the Gold Award. This process is extremely
thorough and as part of our silver feedback, we received the following recommendation: 'Support
children and young people to explore a range of local and global issues from a perspective of
rights. This might include regular discussion of news events so that they develop a heightened
sense of justice and equity for all children.' As a result, we have introduced the resource 'First
News'. This is an online digital newspaper for children that explores the latest UK and global
news stories. Every two weeks Miss Matthews creates a First News assembly. These have
covered topics such as: Cop26, Ukraine, Protect the Red Squirrel and updates from the Prime
Minister to name a few. This allows children to discuss and debate, exposing them to issues both
nationally and globally. Each topic is coupled with a Right from the Convention of the Rights of
the Child (RRS) which marries together the topic and how this supports or does not support the
rights of children. These sessions are interesting and thought provoking whilst allowing children
to explore real life events in a safe environment. Homework is then set around First News the
following week. This week's topic is Eid al-Fitr, 'Festival of the Breaking of the Fast'. The
children will learn about how Muslims around the world will be celebrating Eid al-Fitr to mark the
end of Ramadan. Only last week Year 3 welcomed a presentation about Ramadan by one of our
pupils and their parents. Our children really enjoyed the presentation and this allowed them to
ask lots of questions. Coupled with the Right, 'Freedom of Thought and Religion' the teaching
helps to develop well rounded individuals.
Eco Committee News: Recycling!
You can help us become more Eco friendly at
Leasowes recycling these items:
• Old toothbrushes
• Empty toothpaste tubes
• Used handwash pumps
Our new recycling bin is now outside by the KS2
pathway. Drop your recycling off and together we can:
Protect today to preserve tomorrow!

Safety First
Here at Leasowes we teach the
children that safety always comes
first. We advocate this both inside
and outside of school. Please help us
to embed this message by driving and
parking respectfully outside of school.
Thank you.

ENJOYMENT

Year 3 Day at Wolseley Wildlife Centre
Just before the Easter holidays, Y3 set off excitedly on the coach to Wolseley Wildlife
Centre to learn all about rivers as part of our Geography topic; Water, Water Everywhere.
Despite a cold morning, the children soon gave their full attention and energy to a whole
range of interesting and enjoyable activities, led by the Wildlife trust experts who work
there. Down by the River Trent, we spotted a pair of stunning turquoise and orange
kingfishers whilst field-sketching the river. Using sticks on the water, we tested the river
velocity and also created our own river systems using ropes and natural objects on the
ground. We compared the creatures that live in the river with the ones that live in the more
sheltered pond and discovered that the pond has a much greater variety of wildlife,
including some very noisy Canada Geese! Pond dipping was definitely one ofHead
the day’s
Girl Emmy
highlights and the teachers were relieved that no one fell in! The children gained so much
through hands-on learning during the day and they showed all our school values in action;
respect for the environment, great collaborative skills; courage to try new things; aspiration
to learn and develop new skills and great enjoyment and love of the outdoors.

Our values in Action
Last week I had a visit from Alex in Year 4 who wanted to talk to me
about his interests outside of school. Alex built a working model of a
V8 engine! He had planned to do this with his Grandad but was so
excited that he could not wait and therefore achieved this
independently. With over 250 pieces to his model, it took him 3 days
to build. Alex could talk me through every part, its action and
outcome. I love that Alex is demonstrating our value of enjoyment, but
I've never
read a
also encompassing true aspiration. I think we have a glimpse
of a
series of books
highly successful engineer of the future!
before. I can't wait
to get started!

Leasowes Cake Sale
You may remember in the
Spring term some of our Year
6 children ran a bake sale. I
am thrilled to announce that
the children raised a huge
£219.20. They donated half to
the PTFA and half to RSPCA.
Well done!

