


Phonics Lead



•Children are taught to read by 
breaking down words into 
separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. 
This is segmenting. 

• They are then taught how to 
blend these sounds together to 
read the whole word.



• Although there are 26 letters in the English alphabet, there 

are 44 speech sounds which are introduced in phases.

• Phases 2 to 5.

• Its aim is to get children reading and writing quickly and 

independently.

• At Leasowes, we currently teach phonics following the 

Department for Education ‘Little Wandle’ programme from 

Nursery to Y1. 

• To supplement the guidance, we use the jolly phonics 

resource as a multi-sensory, synthetic approach for our 

learners and adopt the 5Ps from Read, Write Inc. 



Progression Map









Initial Sounds



Grow the Code



Phase 5
• Generally takes children the whole of Year 1. 

• Children learn new graphemes (different ways of spelling each sound) and 
alternative pronunciations for these: for example, learning that the grapheme 
‘ow’ makes a different sound in ‘snow’ and ‘cow’.

• They should become quicker at blending, and start to do it silently.

• Practise reading and spelling more high frequency (common) words.

• They learn about split digraphs (the ‘magic e’) such as the a-e in ‘name.’

• Start to choose the right graphemes when spelling, and will learn more 
tricky words, including ‘people,’ ‘water’ and ‘friend’. 

• At the end of Year 1, all children are given a Phonics Screening 
Check to ensure they have mastered the appropriate knowledge.



•Tuesday to Friday every week from 9.05 – 9.35am

•On Fridays, spellings are tested and new words given out 
for the following week

•Children are encouraged to use their decoding strategies to 
read and write in other lessons – phonics and reading is 
everywhere in the curriculum



•Fast paced – 30 minutes

•Lots of praise 

•Teamwork Games

•Silly voices and sentences

•Revising previous sounds

•Application to reading and 
writing. 

•5P’s – Praise, Pace, Purpose, 
Participation, Passion



•A digraph is where two 
letters are used together 
to make one sound. 



•A trigraph is where three 
letters are used together 
to make one sound. 

ure is no longer taught as a trigraph. 
Instead it is taught through tricky 
words ‘pure’ and ‘sure’.



•A split digraph is where two vowels are broken up 
by another letter

•The addition of the e changes the sound of the 
vowel.



•Children are no longer 
obligated to write cursively. 

•However, they will be 
taught to join all digraphs 
and trigraphs during their 
phonics lessons but without 
the cursive lead ins. 

•E.g.   clou d



•Every Year 1 child in the country 
will be taking the phonics 
screening check in the same 
week in June.

•The aim of the check is to 
ensure that all children are able 
to read by the end of Year 2.  

•Children in Year 2 who do not 
pass the check in Year 1 
complete it again in Year 2. 



•The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete 
during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ (segment) a word and blend 
the sounds together. e.g. d-o-g – dog

•However, the children don’t have to segment first if they prefer 
to read it outright – either is fine

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children know 
and therefore the children will be asked to read made up ‘alien’  
words.

•A useful YouTube video is: https://youtu.be/IPJ_ZEBh1Bk

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9


•The screening will take place throughout the week 
beginning Monday 10th June 2024.  The children 
cannot retake the test at any other time so it is 
very important your child is in school during this 
week.

•The check has been designed so that children of 
all abilities will be able to take part.

• We will feedback your child’s results to you in 
the latter part of the Summer Term.







•The children will complete the check one at a time 
in a quiet, familiar area of the school. 

•An adult that the child will recognise will conduct 
the screening checks with the children. This is 
usually Mrs Bettany. 

•The screening will only take 

5-10mins with each child.



•Encourage your child to use their sound mat when writing 
to find the sound they need.  

•Children can practise their phonics by playing games online 
– under the Phonics section on the website and through 
Spelling Shed. 

•ALPHABLOCKS on YouTube. 
Phonicsplay.co.uk

Username: Leasowes

Password: Leasowes123



•Children need to be reading as much as possible, particularly their 
Phonics book as this is supporting the consolidation of the sounds 
being taught. Please make sure that any reading at home is 
evidenced in the Reading Diary so that we can change 
books and check on children’s reading progress. 

•Encourage your child to read all of the time; books, recipes, 
information texts, street signs…they need to be exposed to as much 
reading as possible. 

•Sub-titles on familiar programmes or films. 

•Home reader and Phonics book – these should be read everyday, 
where possible. This does not need to be the whole book.  The 
Phonics book needs to be brought into school everyday but will be 
collected each Friday. 



•REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the only thing needed 
to become a fluent reader.

•Please continue to read with your child each night and 
encourage them to:

•Segment / blend

•Re-read to check it makes sense. Develop prosidy. 

•Discuss what they are reading. 

•Ask questions about the book.

•And most importantly ENJOY READING!



Thank you ☺


