
Inspection of Leasowes Extra
Leasowes Primary School, Porlock Avenue, Stafford ST17 0HT

Inspection date: 22 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Leaders' and staffs' expert understanding of child development ensures that 
children receive an outstanding start to their education. Leaders place a strong 
focus on providing an inclusive provision. All children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) have access to the same high quality 
experiences throughout the week, despite the days they attend. Staff implement 
the ambitious curriculum and plan the learning environments with precision to 
maximise every potential learning opportunity. This means that when children play 
without staff intervention, their learning remains a high quality.

Leaders identify the support for children's communication and language 
development as the 'golden thread' for their teaching and the learning provision. 
Children make outstanding progress from their starting points and gain a wealth of 
skills ready for school. For example, they listen to stories and accurately recall key 
language, and features. Children listen to what their friends say about the story 
and then add further information while avoiding repeating ideas. 

Staff establish extremely clear boundaries and expectations with rules purposefully 
in place to keep children safe. Children fully understand these and talk about how 
they keep themselves safe when they play in the woodland area. Children's 
behaviour is always exemplary and respectful. Staff understand the needs of each 
child so they can precisely support any emotional insecurities that children 
experience, such as at the start of the day.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are inspirational and meticulously review the quality of the provision. 
They dedicate whole days to the observation of staff practice and routines to 
identify where they can improve even further and monitor the impact of training 
initiatives. The new nursery lead has already made pertinent enhancements to 
their provision in the short time she has been in post. For example, to link 
closely children's play and language with the book of the week.

n Leaders provide staff with extensive professional development which ensures 
their knowledge and understanding continuously grows. They value the 
contributions of all members of the staff team. Recent training has focused on 
the consistent use of sign language to provide children with multisensory 
support for their language development. 

n Staff apply their expert knowledge to analyse children's play and use of 
language. They use this information to provide each child with individual 
learning programmes and targeted intervention where needed. Teaching is 
matched specifically to the needs of children within a small group including 
opportunities for extension and support.
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n The SENCo diligently monitors the progress that all children make and takes 
prompt action to intervene when children do not meet their development 
milestones. She liaises with all services available within the local authority to 
ensure that children with SEND have access to further professional support. 

n The leaders' curriculum is bespoke to the needs of the children. It is designed to 
build on children's knowledge and skills throughout the year. Staff design a 
learning environment that fully motivates children to play and learn. This 
includes having precise learning intentions that staff also share with the children. 
This helps children to make connections with their learning and assess their own 
progress.

n Staff teach children how to access the learning resources. This helps children to 
understand what they are learning about and facilitates high quality play. The 
organisation of the daily routines ensures maximum engagement from children 
throughout the day.

n Phonics teaching is excellent and provides children with a secure foundation for 
their early literacy skills. Children identify the initial sound in a word. They can 
recall the corresponding letter, use their hands to sign the sound and represent 
this in their writing.

n Staff skilfully weave the mathematical curriculum into children's play 
experiences. Children match textures they can feel to animal patterns and 
images. They make links with three-dimensional shapes and independently find 
objects to match these, such as sphere, cylinder and cone. 

n Staff support children's emotional development progressively throughout the 
year. In September, they focus on helping children to label, explain and 
understand their emotions. Staff then extend this to help children to develop 
empathy and understanding of the emotions of others.

n The close partnership with the onsite school enables children to become familiar 
with the wider school community and supports their transition. Staff plan 
frequent events with the school including the opportunities to read with older 
children and share their current learning with each other. The curriculum is 
designed to support children to be a positive citizen of the future. Children learn 
about the wider community and the various celebrations that take place.

n Staff enable partnership working with parents that benefits children fully. This 
supports continuity for children's learning at home, such as through the 
exchange of 'wow' moments between their key person and their parents. 
Parents appreciate the skill and sensitivity shown by staff when they support 
their children to manage any 'emotional wobbles' they have.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2664239

Local authority Staffordshire

Inspection number 10333061

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 107

Number of children on roll 234

Name of registered person Leasowes Extra CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2664240

Telephone number 01785337375

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Leasowes Extra re-registered in 2021. It operates within the grounds of Leasowes 
Primary School and provides nursery provision and wrap around care for before 
and after school. The nursery opens 8.45am to 3.15pm with the wrap around care 
from 7.45am to 8.45 and then 3.15 to 6pm. The provider employs 15 staff in total. 
Of the six nursery staff, five have an approved early qualification at level 3. The 
provider receives funding to provide free early years education for three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Dyoss
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Leaders joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children interacted with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a phonics session with the EYFS 

lead.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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