
WELCOME TO

Reception
Literacy workshop



Today’s session

Phonics Reading Writing



Communication and language
Communication and language is the golden thread to all areas of learning and plays a fundamental 

role in children’s early literacy skills. 

Early learning goals (end of reception)



Rooted in reading
• Daily Phonics lessons

• Keep up sessions 

• Individual readers

• Guided reading groups

• A weekly theme linked to a high quality text

• Children vote for their favourite story at the end of the day



What is phonics?
• Phonics is making connections between the sounds of our spoken 

words and the letters that are used to write them down.

• Although there are 26 letters in the English alphabet, there are 44 

speech sounds which are introduced in phases.

• Phases 2 to 5

• Its aim is to get children reading and writing quickly and 

independently.



Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds Revised 

Our school has chosen 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised as 

our systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP) 

programme to teach early reading and spelling.



Gradually your child learns the entire alphabetic code



Teaching order in reception 



When is 
Phonics 
taught?

Monday to Friday every week 

from 9.05 – 9.35am



Supporting your child with phonics 

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


We teach blending so your child learns to read

• Teacher-led blending is taught throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim is to teach every child to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your child needs additional practice.



Phonics vocabulary
Phoneme: the sound

Grapheme: the written letter

Segmenting: breaking a word up into 

its component sounds

Blending: running sounds together 

to make a word

CVC: c = consonant (b/c/d/f), v = 

vowel (a/e/ee)



Phonics vocabulary
Digraph: two letters are used 

together to make one sound. 

Trigraph: three letters are used 

together to make one sound. 



Tricky words
• These words have unusual 

spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 

way.

• Children are now learning to read 

the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, the, 

as, go, no, to, into, she, he, of, we, 

me, be.

Phonics vocabulary



What is special about a phonics 
lesson? 

• Fast paced 30 minute lessons

• Revising previous sounds

• Teach a new sound

• Practise – segmenting and blending, letter formation

• Application to reading and writing

• Lots of praise and enjoyment



Parents taking the time to read a book and have a 

conversation with their child  had a positive impact a year later 

on a child’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills

The amount of books children were exposed to by age 6 was 

a positive predictor of their reading ability two years later.

One of the most important thing you can 
do is read with your child at home 



• The shared library book is for you to read

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by changing your 

voice

• Talk with your child as much as you can

• Introduce new and exciting language

• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

• Make up sentences together

• Find different words to use

• Describe things you see

• Encourage your child to make simple predictions 

Read to your child 



• One reading book that is matched to children’s phonics ability

• Picture books

• Word books

• Phonics books 

• High frequency word lists in reading diaries

• Reread a range of books to develop children’s vocabulary 

development

Reading at home 



Writing
• Developing fine motor strength and pencil 

control

• Children begin by mark marking

• They begin to ascribe meaning to these marks

• Increasingly use phonic knowledge and letter 

formation in their writing

• Write simple “CVC” words as knowledge 

increases

• Write simple phrases and sentences



Writing examples end of reception 



• Reinforce correct letter formation (using the Little Wandle Rhymes)

• Encourage correct pencil grip

• Let them see you writing

• Do not spell everything out for them 

• Say the word

• Segment the sounds

• Count the sounds

• Write them down

• Develop fine motor skills by cutting, sewing, dot-to-dots etc.

• Encourage independence

• Writing- use rhymes, write in sand, big paintbrushes

Writing at home 



Literacy

Comprehension 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to 

them by retelling stories and narratives using their own 

words and recently introduced vocabulary; 

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

• -Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 

during discussions about stories, non -fiction, rhymes and 

poems and during role -play.                                                                    

Early learning goals (end of reception)
Word reading 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound -blending; 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words. 

Writing 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds 

with a letter or letters; 

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 



Phonics information – Website



Find other alphabet songs on
•YouTube
•British Council- Learn English Kids-
Alphabet Song



Segmenting and blending games  
Segmenting: breaking a word up into its component sounds (spelling)
Blending: running sounds together to make a word (reading)



Enjoy some phonics activities with 
your child!

All phonics resources and todays PowerPoint can be downloaded 

via our school website.


