




• Tuesday to Friday every week from 9.05 – 9.35am

• The children are taught in small groups of between 10 – 15 
children. 

• On Fridays, spellings are tested and new words given out for the 
following week based on the sounds the children are learning in 
phonics.

• Children are encouraged to use their decoding strategies to read 
and write in other lessons – phonics and reading is everywhere in 
the curriculum.

• Every week, the children should take home a reading book that is 
linked to the phonic sounds they have been working on that week. 
These are sent home on Tuesdays to be returned to school on 
Fridays.

When is Phonics Taught?



• In Year 1, children continue with the Little Wandle programme 
of Phonics and they build on their knowledge from Reception. 

• By the end of Year 1, the expectation is that they will be able 
to read words containing all of the 44 speech sounds.

• This follows the different phases of Phase 3, 4 and 5 (Phase 2 
completed in Reception).  

• The children are assessed at the end of each half term to 
determine phonics groupings, gaps in knowledge and new 
sounds to be taught. 

Phonics in Year 1



Progression Map





Around 
£6.50 on 
Amazon





Grow the Code





Tricky Words

Tricky words are 
words that children 
can not read 
phonetically.

It is important to be 
able to read these 
words from sight as 
around 50% of what 
we read is made up 
of the first 100 high 
frequency words. 



Phase 5
• Introduced in Year 1 and is taught for the duration of the academic year. 

• Children learn new graphemes (different ways of spelling each sound) 
and alternative pronunciations for these: for example, learning that the 
grapheme ‘ow’ makes a different sound in ‘snow’ and ‘cow’.

• They should become quicker at blending, and start to do it silently.

• Practise reading and spelling more high frequency (common) or tricky 
words.

• They learn about split digraphs (the ‘magic e’) such as the a-e in ‘name.’

• Start to choose the right graphemes when spelling, and will learn more 
tricky words, including ‘people,’ ‘water’ and ‘friend’. 



Model Lesson



Little Wandle Guided Reading
• The children take part in Little Wandle Guided Reading lessons 

4 times a week within the Year 1 team.
• These sessions last around 20 minutes each.
• They work and read with a partner. 
• The books are matched to the level of phonics your child is 

reading. This is currently either Phase 4 or Phase 5. 

Day 1: Teacher Read
Day 2: Decoding and blending skills
Day 3: Fluency and prosody
Day 4: Comprehension



• At the end of Year 1, all children are given a Phonics 
Screening Check to ensure they have mastered the 
appropriate knowledge.

• All Year 1 children in the country will be taking the phonics 
screening check on the week beginning 8th June as it is a 
statutory assessment. 

• The aim of the check is to ensure that all children are able 
to read by the end of Year 1.  

• Children who do not pass the check in Year 1 complete
it again in Year 2. 

The Phonics Screening Check



• The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete 
during phonics lessons. 

• Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ (segment) a word and 
blend the sounds together. e.g. d-o-g – dog

• However, the children don’t have to segment first if they prefer 
to sight read it – either is fine

• The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children know 
and therefore the children will be asked to read made up ‘alien’  
words.

• A useful government video shows this: Year 1 phonics 

screening check training video

The Phonics Screening Expectations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3ImrUwhzHc&list=PLXjcCX3hH9LXHRFtcSAR5l9Mh-ldfX5O4&index=16


• The screening will take place throughout the week 
beginning Monday beginning 8th June. The 
children cannot retake the test at any other time so it 
is very important your child is in school during this 
week.

• The check has been designed so that children of all 
abilities will be able to take part.

• We will feedback your child’s results to you in the 
summer school report. 

The Phonics Screening Expectations



Screening Check Example



•The check begins with CVC / CVCC words and Phase 3 and 
progressively gets harder. 

•The latter part of the check tests Phase 5 as well as multi-
syllable words. 



• The children will complete the check one at a time 
in a quiet, familiar area of the school. 

• Mrs Bettany and Mr Coombs will conduct each 
Phonics Screening Check. 

• This usually takes place in Roots and Shoots and 
will only take 5 -10 minutes for each child. 

The Phonics Screening Expectations



• Read, read, read! The more the children are encouraged to 
read out loud to an adult, the more practise they will have to 
segment and blend words. 

• Encourage your child to read their book 3 times to develop 
decoding skills, prosody and fluency, and comprehension. 

• When reading or writing at home, encourage the children to 
use the Grow the Code sound mat. 

• Children can practise their phonics by playing games online –
under the Phonics section on the website. 

• ALPHABLOCKS is also available on YouTube and iPlayer. 
Phonicsplay.co.uk

Username: Leasowes

Password: phonicsfun

Supporting Children at Home



• Over this half term, we will be assessing how the children are 
progressing in relation to passing the Phonics Screening Check. 

• From Spring 2, there will be interventions running for children 
who we feel will need a little more support. These typically are:

- Small group phonics during Registration time

- Year 5 Phonics buddies

- Reading and Writing lessons tailored to target specific sounds

- Phonics Bootcamp

- Extra reading in the day to an adult

- Parent packs sent home. If we feel that your child would benefit 
from a support pack at home, we will notify you of this. We will 
then arrange a meeting to discuss how the packs can be used. 

Supporting Children at Home



Thank you ☺


